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In the Claims 

1. (Currently Amended) Method for decoding a data stream , the data Gtream 
containing a first and a second substream, the first substream containing first and 
second multimedia data packets and the second substream containing control 
information, wherein the multimedia data packets contain an indication of the time 
when to be presented and are decoded prior to their indicated presentation time, emA 
wh e r e in th e first d e cod e d multim e dia data pack e ts ar e buff e r e d at l e ast until, aft e r a 
fiirth e r proc e ssing, th e y can b e pr e sent e d in du e tim e , and th e second multim e dia data 
pack e ts ar e also buff e r e d, wh e r e in the method comprising the steps of: 

extracting from th e s e cond multim e dia data packets e ith e r replacing or b e ing 
app e nd e d to th e first d e cod e d multim e dia data packets in th e buff e r; 

said control information of the second substream containing first, second and 
third control dataf wherein 

the first control data (Length) are suitable for defining buffer size to be 
allocated buff e r size; 

the second control data (LoadMod e ) are suitable for defining wheth e r th e one or 
more second multimedia data packets are appended to th e first multimedia data pack e ts 
or replace th e m: to be buffered, and 

the third control data (StartLoadTim e , StopLoadTime) are suitable for defining 
on e or more multim e dia data packets to b e buff e r e d a mode for buffering the second 
multimedia data packets: 

allocating, in a buffer, buffer size according to the first control data (Length): 

storing the first decoded multimedia data packets in the buffer; and 

storing one or more multimedia data packets according to the second control 
data in the buffer, wherein depending on the third control data either the second 
multimedia data packets are appended to the first decoded multimedia data packets in 
the buffer, or replace some or all of the first decoded multimedia data packets in the 
buffer. 
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2. (Currently Amended) Method according to claim 1 , wherein the s e cond third 
control data (LoadMod e ) defines one of a plurality of operation modes, wherein in a 
first mode buffering of multimedia data packets is performed when the value of the first 
control data (L e ngth) changes, and in a second and third mode the Aird second control 
data (StQrtLoadTimo, StopLoadTimo) are valid for specifying the multimedia data 
packets to be buffered, wherein in the second mode the multimedia data packets replace 
the buffer contents and in the third mode the multimedia data packets are appended to 
the buffer contents. 

3. (Original) Method according to claim 2, wherein the third mode has two 
variations, wherein in the first variation the buffering of multimedia data packets stops 
when the buffer is full, and in the second variation previously buffered data may be 
overwritten when the buffer is full. 

4. (Previously Presented) Method according to claim 1, wherein the method is 
utilized in an instance of a processing node and wherein the first control data (L e ngth) 
defines the allocated buffer size at node creation time. 

5. (Previously Presented) Method according to claim 1, wherein labels are 
attached to the buffered first and other multimedia data packets, and the packets may be 
accessed through their respective label. 

6. (Previously Presented) Method according to the claim 5, wherein a label 
attached to the buffered data packets contains an index relative to the latest received 
data packet. 

7. (Previously Presented) Method according to claim 1, wherein the first 
substream contains audio data and the second substream contains a description of the 
presentation. 

8. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for decoding a data stream, the data stream 
containing a first and a second substream, the first substream containing first and 
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second multimedia data packets and the second substream containing control 
information, wherein the multimedia data packets contain an indication of the time 
when to be presented and are decoded prior to their indicated presentation time, and 
wherein the first and second multimedia data packets are buffered, wherein containing 
comprising 

buffering means for said buffering of the first and the second multimedia data 
packets , whoroin the s e cond multim e dia data paolc e tfl may in a firat mode replac e and in 
a s e cond mod e b e app e nd e d to th e first multim e dia data pack e ts ; 

means for extracting from said control information of the second substream 
first, second and third control datat 

m e ans for applying , wherein the first control data (L e ngth) to defin e the 
allocat e d are suitable for defining buffer size to be ailocated,T 

m e ans for applying the second control data (LoadMod e ) to d e fin e wh e th e r th e 
are suitable for defining one or more second multimedia data packets ar e app e nded to 
th e first multim e dia data pack e ts or r e plac e them: to be buffered, and 

means for applying the third control data (StartLoadTim e , StopLoadTim e ) 
d e fin e are suitable for defining a mode for buffering the second a multimedia data 
pack e t to be buffer e d packets: 

means for allocating, in the buffer, buffer size according to the first control data: 

means for storing the first decoded multimedia data packets in the buffer: and 

means for storing one or more multimedia data packets according to the second 
control data in the buffer, wherein depending on the third control data either the second 
multimedia data packets are appended to the first decoded multimedia data packets in 
the buffer, or replace some or all of the first decoded multimedia data packets in the 
buffer. 

9. (Original) Apparatus according to claim 8, further comprising means for 
attaching labels to the buffered multimedia data packets, and means for accessing, 
retrieving or deleting the packets through their respective label. 

10. (Previously Presented) Apparatus according to claim 8, wherein the data 
stream is an MPEG-4 compliant data stream. 
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11. (New) Method according to claim 1, wherein replacing the stored first 
decoded multimedia packets with the second multimedia data packets further comprises 
the step of clearing the buffer before storing the second multimedia data packets. 

12. (New) Apparatus according to claim 8, wherein the third control data 
defines one of a plurality of operation modes, wherein in a first mode buffering of 
multimedia data packets is performed when the value of the first control data changes, 
and in a second and third mode the second control data are valid for specifying the 
multimedia data packets to be buffered, wherein in the second mode the multimedia 
data packets replace the buffer contents and in the third mode the multimedia data 
packets are appended to the buffer contents. 



